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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

609 Woodbourne Avenue is a two story, three bay wooden cottage house. A slate 
shingled, gabled roof is decorated with a central gabled dormer which is flanked by 
hexagonal conical roofs of two front bayed projections. A Roman-arched window of 
two lights is located in the dormer. Under the plain cornice the facade is divided 
into three bays, a central window and bayed projections on either side with three 
windows each. All of these windows are double hung with 1/1 lights and havfe-
simple surrounds. The main entrance in a central bayed projection of the first 
story has a flat-topped transom. A one story veranda, supported by six bracketed 
piers, projects from the front. The exterior wall material is gray painted clap
board. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Woodlawn, once the Bailey estate, is a remnant of the summer cottage and boarding 
house nature of Woodbourne Avenue in late nineteenth and early twentieth century 
Govans. Since a rural atmosphere was one of Govans' assets, it was profitably used 
to provide a restful retreat from the bustling city. 

Woodbourne appears to have been one of the larger boarding houses of Govans which 
were concentrated in the Woodbourne area. Its unusual architecture, the extensive use 
of verandas and walkways, can partly be explained by the building^ function. Needless 
to say, it is atypical of buildings in Govans. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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